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By ‘MICHAEL SATCHELL
. Star-News Staff Writer
‘While secret intelligence re-
ports over the past 18 months

< have presenled a gloomy as-

sessment of America’s world-
‘wide efforts to hamper inter-
national narcotics trafficking,
the White House and the Jus-
tice Department have careful-
ly fostered the opposite image

* - that the government was

“making significant gains in the
 fight against opium, heroin
“and cocaine smuggling.

- In speeches and press re-

- leases, officials heralded Tur-

“key's agreement to halt opium
poppy production, the increas-

ed cooperalion with foreign®

governments and reeord sci-
‘zures of narcotics as hard evi-
-dence that {he baltle was well
‘on ils'way Lo being won.
i Dr. Jerome Jaffe, speclal
consulfant to the president on
narcotics, and John E. Inger-

" isoll, head of the Bureau of

-.Drugs,

Cfort . with _ foreign

:Narcotics and Dangerous
called them “major
‘breakthroughs” and ‘“mile-
.stones inthe cooperative ef-
govern-
-ments,” ,

+ Thursday,  the government
released a

. -MY“Worm Opium Survey, 1972”

. ".tha_t reflected in-part what in-
Helligence netivorks had been -

saying for months.

But while the report ac-
knowledged that things were
not as rosy as pictured earlier,
“it still glossed over most of the

and concluslons con-

. ‘/(acts
- U tained in Central Intelligence

“Agency and BNDD summaries
:that suggest the United States

has only teuched the tip of the :
world narcotics problem.
- “These swmmaries, stamped-
“Secret, No Foreign Dissemi~
nation,” survey narcotics pro-
duction and smuggling
throughout Asla, Europe, Cen-
‘fral and South America. .
They detail widespread com-,
-plicity by officials in several
countrics, suggest ‘“‘extra-
legal” actions the United
States could consider, empha-
“size that the Turkish agree-
‘ment will have little effect on
the U.S. herein problem, note
_that Vietnam war require-
ments have hampered the nar-’
cotics fight, and conclude that !
the massive effort by the Unit-!
?\d .S}::ates and other nations'
as had Rtiled .
effect onmﬁfﬁaﬁéﬂlﬁﬁf
ics trade. . .

report  entitled

)

Among the major points in
the summaries: ’
© Prohibiting the growth of
oplum poppies in Turkey is no
guarantee against illegal culti-
vatinn, which has been around
100 tons a year.
o The Turkish agrecment will
have minimal impact on well
established European smug-
gling pipelines that will easily

. switeh from Turkey to Yugo-

slavia, Persia and Afghanistan.
for opium supplies. .

o “Extra-legal actions such
as flooding markets with
harmless or aggravating hero-
in substitutes' to destroy the
trade’s credibility, destruction
of narcotics {actories by hiring
criminal or non-official cle-

ments, pay-offs of corrupted.
“officials as an inceme substi-

tute, and defoliation, are high-
ly problematical, but should
not he rejected oul of hand.”
o The .trade cannot flourish
without corrupt civil servants
and police in key positions. In

the “Bulgarian Customs,

Game” for example, govern-
ment officials sell to JFrench
traffickers opium that Bulgar-
ian customs officials have con-
fiscated from smugglers. The

I
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Burma, the most important

tons of opium annually, the
United States is virtually im-
potent in ils enforcement op-
portunities. ) .

“Opportunities to exert in-
fluence are extremely limit-
ed,” the reports say. “Lack of
U.S. leverage suggests the

Nations. Burmese - custens
‘and mililary officials are 1e-
ported in collusion with smug-
glers.” :

In nefghboring Thailand, the
reports state, “officials of the
Royal Thai Army and Customs
at  the several checkpoints
along the route to Bangkok are

fees prepaid by the smuggling

the checkpoints.”

“In the Vientiane to Hong
.Kong pipicline, the CIA sum-
maries report, “most of it is
probably smuggled aboard
military. or. commercial air

Laos and Air Vielnam, often

nation in the Colden Triangle :
aud which produces about 460 -

usually bribed and ‘protection’ '

syndicate or by the driver at

smugglers often pay small -

fines and can even buy back
{heir own narcotics scized car-
lier.

o Despite increased narcotics
seizures, no"critical shortage
has been observed on the illicit
market. '

o The probability of eliminat-
ing the trade in cocaln¢ —
currently the fastest growing
hard narcotic used in the Unit-
ed States — is nil.

The GIA and BNDD intelli-
gence summaries spell-out in
vivid detail- the enormous
problems facing 'the United
States in trying to curtail the
highly organized and . im-
mensely profitable internation-
al narcotics trade.

Hlicit opium productioﬁ,‘for'

example, is  eostimated at
_something between 1,200 and
1,400 tons each year. Topro-
duce enough heroin to satisfy
American addicts and users,

only 40 tons of opium are re-

quired.

Turkish opium was furnish-
ing about 80 percent of the
heroin destined for the United

States  wit emainder
Ralsash o8 1/68104:

smalil amount from the Gold-

en Trangle area of Laos-Thai-

TIvivryy O
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" The CIA repotts state thatin/ by or in collusion'wil.h the

best hope lies with the United -

flights’ including Royal Air/

_slate,

Tirer

crew.” :
In recent years, the Golden
Triangle area has begun to
produce finished heroin prod-
ucts for shipment rather than
simply raw opiumn or mor-
phine” base from which the
leroin is made. . :
“The technology of refining
opium into heroin is no more
complex than making bootleg
whisky in the United States,” -
a CIA report says, countering
the popular image of complis
cated heroin “laboratories.”
Pressure in Europe is creat-
ing shifts in smugling pat-
terns  with West - Germany
emerging as a major narcotics
slorage and staging area with
Munich, Frankfurt and Ham-
burg the principal centers.
The role of Bulgaria in re-
cent years has “increased tre-
mendously” and the Commu-
nist nation is used as safe
haven from which major nar-
cotics operations are directed.
““Sofia has been described as
the new center for directing
narcotics and arms trafficking
between western Europe and
the Near East,” the reports
“Irench and United

- Kingdom officials have also

voiced their belief that Bulgar-

ian government officials may

be actively involved in selling -
seized Turkish mnarcotics to

French {raffickers.”

As South America emerges
&s an important transshipment -
pint for narcotics entering the
United States, there are indi-
ations of increased produic-
tion of opium popples in some
Latin countries including the

. Columbia-Equador border and

Costd Rica. .
Cuban exiles and Puerto Ri-

"can nationals are playing key

roles in the trade and produic-
tion is switching from mari-
juana to the more profitable.
cocaine and heroin,
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/“ The CIA has reported to President Nixon in
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king that, as we withdraw our troops, the

Red forces are moving over Southeast Asia like
termites on a log. The current alarm concerns
Cambodia, Thailand and Burma, all three.
_ Cambodia is only the size of Oklahoma but it
has 6.7 million people. The “resident’s Vietnam
pull-out was threatened t o« 50,000 North Viet-
namese in Cambodia. Our .scursion into Cam-
bodia was a spoiling action covering our rear
guard in Vietnam. But since then the keystone
of the Nixon policy — Vietnamization — was
tested by the Vietnamese Army’s protectionary
assault into Cambodia. And, as a demonstra-
tion to support the hope of Vietnamization, it
was tragically unpromising.

The CIA advised the President that the
disintegration heightens. The Cambodian Army
has only 35,000 men. Phnom Penh, the capital
is cut off, of course, except for a single uncer-
tain road, but the Reds have now finished for-
tifying even fabulous Angkor Wat and com-
pletiey ¢ontrol strategic Tonle Sap, the great

lake of Cambodia. Premier Lon Nol is pressed .

toward a cease-fire.

" THAILAND BORDERS on Cambodia; it
stands between Cambodia, Laos and Burma.

The Siamese (34.7 millicn people) call their
country Muang Thai, meaning Land of the Free
People, :

It has always been fiercely independent. In
fact, Thailand is the only nation in the entire
area that never has been ruled by a foreign
power. -
But the CIA has notified Mr. Nixon that Thai
Army Commanding Gen. Prapas Charusathien
reports that liis units have intercepted Red
Chinese and North Vietnamese soldiers cross-
ing into Thailand’s Sisaket and Surin prov-
inces, 250 miles northcast of Bangkok. General
Charusathien has only a 141,500-man force to
meet this expansion. - .

U, S. AMBASSADOR TO CAMBODIA
Emory C. Swank, in turn, apprised of this, is
urging General Charusathien to add an army of
ethnic Cambodians to meet Mao Tse-tung and
Chou en-lai’s expansion. : .,

Burma, about the size of Texas, has a long
common border with -Thailand on Burma's

- pletely meaningless Air Force.

Nixon’s Pdgmg Talks J oﬁtéd__ |

Y .
4

Shan states. But Burma (27 million people),
fabled in Kipling's verses, is as different frpm
Thailand as day and night. The home country
of vacillating, mercurial former United Nations
Secretary General U Thatt, Burma is one-of
Southeast Asia’s most inaccessible and
mysterious countries : .
Its actual name is the Pyee-Daung-Su
Myanma Nainggan-Daw Union of Burma. The
country is utterly provincial, totally fatalistic
and unalterable Burmese. Neutralism, which
likewise mesmerizes U Thant, is a fixation and
isolationism a creed. Y

BURMA CHIEF OF STATE Gen. Ne Win,
60, his lidded eyes as rich as jade in a face as
pale as bread and a man as wily and suspicious
as U Thant himself, once told me in Mandalay,
*Only Buddhd can help anyone.” And, not sur-
prisingly, Burma’s Marxist economy - ap-
proaches absolute thrombosis. e

Burma has a wild, mountainous 1,200-rile
frontier — a third as long as our Canadian
border — with Red China. Its armed forces
total 137,500 men — 6,500 of them in a com-

f

The, CIA reported to ‘President Nixon in
Peking that 20,000 China-asmed insurgents ‘are
now battling these forces. They are in a majot
engagement near Lashio, close to Red China’s
border. And, .reported the CIA, 3,000 North
Vietnamese are heading into Burma'- Shan
state. :

Ne Win incessantly travels abroad — aliva'ys
flamboyantly — plays golf and hobnobs with
world dignitaries whenever possible and pre-
fers the city of Mandalay where “the dawn
comes up like thunder” to his capital of
Rangosn. And until now Red China has adopted
a restrained role toward Burma. The CIA opin-
jon is that Mao Tse-tung and Chou En-lai felt
that they can wait until Ne Win dies or s
booted out, as he booted out predecessor U Nu,
and.then Red China will be sucked into Burnia
as in a vacuum, : . T

The CIA message to the President changes
this. Unrevealed, Cambodia, Thailand  and
Burma alike stddenly joit Mr, Nixon's Peking
talks and further complicate his success oveér
there. o e iy

-
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By FELIX DELAM v,
ﬂp:clx; 14 he New York '{imes
WASHINGTON, Junce b--
United States  intelligence
agents have identified at least
21 opinm refineries dn the bor-
der area of Durma, Laos, and
Thailand that provide a -con-
‘stant flow of liercin to Ameri-
can troops in South Vietnam,
Cperated and  protected in
Burmin and Thailand by insur-
frent des and their lestlers
#a 10 Laos by clements of the

1 Laotian avmed forces, the
(ming and distributing have
arown until white ]m“om rated
96 per cent pure s turning up
in Pacific coast cities of the
United . Stales as well as in
Saizon, . .
The Burma-Laos-Thailand
bovder area, known as  the
“Golden  Uriangle,”  mnormally
accounts for about. 700 tons of
opium annually, or about half
ithe world’s  illicit production.
Burma js the largest producer
in the region, accounting for
ahout 400 tons.

But a recent analysis by the
Central  JTntelligence Af;cncy
suggests that pro< duction js ex
panding in the ¢
are indications thdt this yeat's
extpat ay reach 1,000 {ons.

2w High-Grade Heroln
CILA. analysis made

Zeg Imajor points about re-
cent trends in the jlicit nar-
holics business in ‘woutlwevt
Asial
" @Refinerics In Laos ~an
Thailand that used {o produce:
only refined opium, morphine
base” and No. 3, heroin for
smoking are now converting
most of lhcix' opriom supplies to
No. 4, or 96 nper cent
pure w hite heroin, The change
“appears lo be due to the sud»
den increase in demand by
ferge and relatively affluent
market in South Vietnam.”

@“Most of the narcotics buy-
ers in the {ri-border arca are
ethnic Chinese who pool their
purchases, but no large syndi-
cate appearsto beinv olved.” The
opium, morphine base and
heroin purchased in this area
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U.L-. rolicy Cri
'This growth has L SVl

aidad,
according to one Congression zI'

_autlzonly hy (he lack—until re-
cently-~-of a firm United Sta
policy on heroin in South
Asia. The United Stains-—whic

oodia-~-has directed
inlu o

't an 1o stamping out
’U(m af the source, Representa-

o Mr. Steele
i

author ‘of a recent report esti-
maiing the numbers of horoin
addicts among American serv-
i-“cmen in South Vietnmn at
25,000 to 30,000.

“Vu*tr.'u

uitguestionably

narcotics broeds users,” he said.
“Until we dry up the sources,

The Hew York Timns June 6, 1971

arca, and iheve g quantitics  of

1

I

1 ferred from the Mckong River

ivehicles to
ffurther.
‘Mchkong in Y.azos, and are trans-
Iported from there to Luang
Prabang or V]C‘HU ne. A con-
isiderable portion of the Laotian- 'asia were decply Javolved in

r g¥An increased denand for! heroin is
No. ¢ heroin also appears

ihase, “one frawler'a day moves (jpuous  flow of the
lto the vicinily of ihe Chincse through ;:o\mmur'nt controlled
Communist-controlled Lema 18- yreas cannot be sustained with-
lands-— 15 miles
IKong-—~where the goods are
floaded into llong Yon;: junks.”

GOpium and derivatives move
ithrough laos and are trans-

ofiicials,

The same  view Was e
pressed earlier in the week by
John k. In;;:holl
the Burcau of Narcotics
<'*“d]Danr' erous irugs,
Sal, thefore the House
1h("mittee on Crime.

He said that
government officials

craft
Houei
on

refineries by river
Ban
downstream

middle-level

produced mar cot\( is
gled into Saigon.’

‘*fﬂllé’:"the traflic in opium, the prod-
iuct froan which morphine and
refined.

" Ytoutes and Refineries Named

be reflected in the steady rise,
The analysis by the Central

in the price. For example, in

Tachilek [Lurmq] arca for almajor arcas of cultivation, re-

kilo of No. 4 heroin was re-
porled tc be $1,780, as com-
1)aled with 81,240 in Scptem-

traffic:

{mmm s billions of dollars in
pm ita 1'y and economic foreign
Jadd to Laos, Thailand and Cam-
its cfforis
pling the traffic at the
dgon end of the line rather
proguc-

tive Robart M. Steele, Republind’

can of Connecticut, said today. A
is the principal

proves that ihe availability of

Morphine ‘ment officials say ihat a con-
drugsiper day,”

director of!ane

s anfindes of ground and
in lestimony
Salect Com-

and mili-
jtary men throughout %omhcust points, particularly avoundla-

mid-April, 1871, the price inthe 'ntelligence Agency pinpointed
{fineries and routes used in the

Northeast Burma was ideu-

Wa and Kokanyg area is
bic \ed by caravans that are put

areas,”

“The

lcnoms in these
HCLA, study said,

600 horses and donkeys and
300 {o 400 men, talie the opium
on the scutheasterly journcy fo
the processing plants thal lie
along the Mckong River ia the
'i‘aclu!ck Mae Sai, I .uxln,j-lmu
Houei Sai,

neetric tons had been reported,
metric ton is aboul 2,200
pounds.
7 Ymportant Hefinories
Of the 21 refineries identifed
in the threc (‘mulm’, seven
were aescribed in the report as

most important are located in
the areas around Techilek,
Burma; Ban Mouel Sai 2nd Nam

SOIME ](‘0 ilos of raw opium
(e repart said,
The opium (nJ (1c11\‘atives

crossing Thailand {from Burma

from Hong oug the involvement of corruptlanronte to Banglok was traced

in the paper as moving out of
such Northern Thai towns as
Chiang Rae, Chiang Mai, Lam-
and Tak “by various
vater
{ransport.”

growers and traded (o itinerant
Chinese merchants who trans-
port -it <to major collcetion

shio and Ken 'qub',” the study
said, . e e

together by the major mwu"mt]

: cara-’
stivans, wiich can juclude up to

J.a0s area.” e
,/The analysis sald that cag-t
vans carrying more than IG'

capable of processing  raw!
opium to the heroin stage, “The

Opium pioducts feore the .

Ting aren, lmowp oo haven’t gat 2 prayer of com- Keung in Laos, and Aae Salong

et i‘(’ : { batting the problem.’ . in )41|9nrl it said.
as the ‘Gelden Wi \\{1111_“ much of the opivml “The hest known, if not lal‘;;-
are soid to ba shi; ;)(n producing and refining 1akesicst of these refineries is the
through Ban Houel Spi,  |place in arcas of },amma Laosione at Ban llouei Tap, Laos,
~fand Thailand now controlled b¥insar Ban Houet Sai, which is
t\m« one to three tons ofopmm insurgents, narcotics enforec-ibhelieved cap\‘nla of processing

“The opium is packed by the

.
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cvcntual!y finds its way tojber, 1970.” A kilogram is 2.2 tified as the Jargest producer

. L gatict
Bangkolk, Vientiane and Luang cpoun( ?]nd,p‘r;; sor o 1}(;\\' folm,l n ]3
Prabang, where additional: pro- “1hb reported increasing in- 1701 )g); €1 dlc?ii 1){5 uc‘.\ 92}1 ;
cessing may lake plate bofore cidence of heroin  addiction that Burma’s }1( Hneres ln“‘_
delivery to Saigon, Hong Kongllamong U.S. servicemen in Vicl. icated in the Tachilck area, last
and other mtcmdtmaﬂ mar.llnam and recent intelligence in- year converted 30 tons of raw _ ;
kets.” »|dmatmf, that heroin traffic be- opium into refined opmm mor- . s !
N . :

A “considerable quantity” of tween Souvtheast Asia and the}ph},“r‘i Lase_and ]]' zomt 1
raw opium and morphine base United States may also be in- e opiim harvested in ) .

fromm  northeast Burma and creasing suggest that Southeast
Thailand was smuggled into Asia is growing in Jmportanw

Bungkok and sent from there as a producer of heroin.”

1o llonfr Kong in fishing trawl-
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